Out of Darkness, Christmas Light


Curriculum Notes for Teachers

A Concept Musical - Learning through a Play

This is a musical that can be used throughout the whole of autumn term.  Some of the songs promote key skills which incorporate the theme of Light and Dark.  We then move on smoothly to the nativity story. 

Out of Darkness, Christmas Light is written out of a desire to create an organic conclusion to learning that includes and underpins the learning objectives of the term’s work.  The many threads of the topic can be brought together creatively and linked closely with the Christmas story.  The topic could be called: Twinkle, Twinkle, Light and Dark, Day and Night, Can you put the Light on? or simply Out of Darkness.

The songs and story were written to aid teaching and learning in the “National Curriculum Programmes of Study Science 4; Physical Processes” in both KS1 and KS2.

The first song poses the vital question Where Does Light Begin?  It is based on a child’s natural line of enquiry and is, in fact, spoken by a child in the play.  This may be used in learning as a platform to start the scientific enquiry.  The cross-curricular thinking skills can be enhanced through its use.  Key skills such as ICT can be developed as the children can also manage the PowerPoint, Artwork, Design and Technology creatively to express the forms of light in scenery and background. 

Personal and Social issues are dealt with as the whole play conveys a need to understand how others may be feeling and how the Angel can help the children to cope with their fears or worries.  For example, in the calming nature of the Candle Song children can be helped in later assemblies, or stilling times, just to focus, concentrate and be still, reflecting on their day’s learning or their feelings.  This song can be used in PE, Dance and Music as it fulfils the criteria to use movement to express the music and use music to inspire the movement.  The words are moving words and help the children to direct their bodies to particular sequences such as twist, turn, creeping, up and down etc.

The song Winter Nights uses the electricity theme.  In previous performances we have used dramatic lighting and added children’s own torches for a personal touch.  This again teaches the physical processes of science with a creative and musical element to enhance the learning. All Are Beautiful demonstrates the magic of Christmas-tree lights introducing the first reference to Christmas and also helps to add a touch of awe and wonder by exploring lights in colour.  This is then effective when followed through with a lesson on making a set of lights with circuits - very exciting (KS1 and KS2: SC4).

Then the real mystery of a child’s journey into spiritual and moral exploration comes into the story.  The Angel Gabe is of course Gabriel appearing to the children as he did to Mary and Joseph (Joseph, Oh Joseph) in the Christmas story. In the KS2 play Angel Gabe continues his appearances with the comical reprise to the Shepherds giving another opportunity for a fun dance during Do Not Be Afraid.  

The awesome nature of the Stars’ role in the play adds to the mystery and simplicity, particularly when younger children take that role.  The use of the nursery rhyme Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star in the Star Song adds to the magic of the whole message of Christmas with children.  

The show has a natural Christian conclusion, not contrived, but a discovery as it should be after searching for the answers, that Jesus is the light of the world and this message culminates in the final song Long Ago.  Jesus came to bring the world his light, the light that overcomes all darkness.
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